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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : Lighthouse BBC Coming Together 
Theme    : Being Sober, Vigilant, Steadfast in Faith 
Venue    : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon / Online Live Streaming 
Date    : April 25, 2021 
 
TITLE    : THE FIGHTING, THE RUNNING, THE KEEPING OF THE FAITH IN STRIVING  

AGAINST SIN 
Text/s    :   
 
2 Tim 4:6-8 
6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 
7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 
KJV 
 
Heb 12:3-4 
3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in 
your minds. 
4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. 
KJV 
 
 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
Ps 103 
1 Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: 
3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 
4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; 
5 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
6 The Lord executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed. 
7 He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the children of Israel. 
8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 
9 He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever. 
10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him. 
12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. 
13 Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him. 
14 For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust. 
15 As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. 
16 For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more. 
17 But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his 
righteousness unto children's children; 
18 To such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his commandments to do them. 
19 The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all. 
20 Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments, hearkening unto the 
voice of his word. 
21 Bless ye the Lord, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure. 
22 Bless the Lord, all his works in all places of his dominion: bless the Lord, O my soul. 
KJV 
 
Ps 22:22-31 
22 I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee. 
23 Ye that fear the Lord, praise him; all ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; and fear him, all ye the seed of 
Israel. 



1 
 

24 For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; neither hath he hid his face from 
him; but when he cried unto him, he heard. 
25 My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation: I will pay my vows before them that fear him. 
26 The meek shall eat and be satisfied: they shall praise the Lord that seek him: your heart shall live for 
ever. 
27 All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the Lord: and all the kindreds of the nations shall 
worship before thee. 
28 For the kingdom is the Lord's: and he is the governor among the nations. 
29 All they that be fat upon earth shall eat and worship: all they that go down to the dust shall bow before 
him: and none can keep alive his own soul. 
30 A seed shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation. 
31 They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness unto a people that shall be born, that he hath done 
this. 
KJV 
 
Ps 31:19-24 
19 Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought 
for them that trust in thee before the sons of men! 
20 Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy presence from the pride of man: thou shalt keep them secretly 
in a pavilion from the strife of tongues. 
21 Blessed be the Lord: for he hath shewed me his marvellous kindness in a strong city. 
22 For I said in my haste, I am cut off from before thine eyes: nevertheless thou heardest the voice of my 
supplications when I cried unto thee. 
23 O love the Lord, all ye his saints: for the Lord preserveth the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the proud 
doer. 
24 Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the Lord. 
KJV 
 
Matt 5:38-48 
38 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 
39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him 
the other also. 
40 And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. 
41 And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. 
42 Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away. 
43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 
44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 
45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 
46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? 
47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? 
48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 
KJV 
 
Song/s    :  
 
- I Will Sing the Wondrous Story 
- Redeemed 
- Come Unto Me 
- Dwelling in Beulah Land 
 
 
Other references  :  
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
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TONIGHT’S #RANT: 
The biggest hurdle to the mission work of evangelicals today is not the lack of a good church 
planting program, discipleship campaign, and evangelistic strategy. In fact, there are too many 
already, each competing against each other as the most effective ministry jutsu of them all.  
The biggest barrier to the believability of the evangelical mission is the crumbling of its integrity as 
a faith community. Unless this is addressed head on, it is not the message of the gospel it carries 
that the world will hear but the noise surrounding the issues related to its political allegiance, its 
stand on gender, sexuality, and other pressing social issues, including the sexual and morail failings 
of its celebrated leadership figures. 
Pretty sure, people are not demanding a perfect community, just one that is Christian enough to 
choose erring on the side of honesty and transparency, including perhaps, solidarity with the 
harassed organizers of community pantries. On this note, who wants to GO? 

 
 
1 Cor 4:15-16 
15 For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I 
have begotten you through the gospel. 
16 Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me. 
KJV 
 
Jer 3:15 
15 And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and 
understanding. 
KJV 
 
Jer 10:20-21 
20 My tabernacle is spoiled, and all my cords are broken: my children are gone forth of me, and they are 
not: there is none to stretch forth my tent any more, and to set up my curtains. 
21 For the pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the Lord: therefore they shall not prosper, and 
all their flocks shall be scattered. 
KJV 
 
Jer 12:10-11 
10 Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard, they have trodden my portion under foot, they have made my 
pleasant portion a desolate wilderness. 
11 They have made it desolate, and being desolate it mourneth unto me; the whole land is made desolate, 
because no man layeth it to heart. 
KJV 
 
Jer 23:1-4 
1 Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the Lord. 
2 Therefore thus saith the Lord God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye have scattered my 
flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, 
saith the Lord. 
3 And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither I have driven them, and will bring 
them again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase. 
4 And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear no more, nor be 
dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the Lord. 
KJV 
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2 Cor 8:12-15 
12 For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that 
he hath not. 
13 For I mean not that other men be eased, and ye burdened: 
14 But by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may be a supply for their want, that their 
abundance also may be a supply for your want: that there may be equality: 
15 As it is written, He that had gathered much had nothing over; and he that had gathered little had no lack. 
KJV 
 
Luke 6:38 
38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, 
shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you 
again. 
KJV 
 
Acts 2:44-45 
44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 
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45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 9:8-13 
8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, 
may abound to every good work: 
9 (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for 
ever. 
10 Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed 
sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) 
11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. 
12 For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by 
many thanksgivings unto God; 
13 Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the 
gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men; 
KJV 
 
1 John 3:17-18 
17 But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? 
18 My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. 
KJV 
 
Ex 16:18 
18 And when they did mete it with an omer, he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered 
little had no lack; they gathered every man according to his eating. 
KJV 
 
Ps 106:13-15 
13 They soon forgat his works; they waited not for his counsel: 
14 But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tempted God in the desert. 
15 And he gave them their request; but sent leanness into their soul. 
KJV 
 
Ps 78:21-33 
21 Therefore the Lord heard this, and was wroth: so a fire was kindled against Jacob, and anger also came 
up against Israel; 
22 Because they believed not in God, and trusted not in his salvation: 
23 Though he had commanded the clouds from above, and opened the doors of heaven, 
24 And had rained down manna upon them to eat, and had given them of the corn of heaven. 
25 Man did eat angels' food: he sent them meat to the full. 
26 He caused an east wind to blow in the heaven: and by his power he brought in the south wind. 
27 He rained flesh also upon them as dust, and feathered fowls like as the sand of the sea: 
28 And he let it fall in the midst of their camp, round about their habitations. 
29 So they did eat, and were well filled: for he gave them their own desire; 
30 They were not estranged from their lust. But while their meat was yet in their mouths, 
31 The wrath of God came upon them, and slew the fattest of them, and smote down the chosen men of 
Israel. 
32 For all this they sinned still, and believed not for his wondrous works. 
33 Therefore their days did he consume in vanity, and their years in trouble. 
KJV 
 
Num 11:4-20 
4 And the mixt multitude that was among them fell a lusting: and the children of Israel also wept again, and 
said, Who shall give us flesh to eat? 
5 We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, 
and the onions, and the garlick: 
6 But our soul is dried away: there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before our eyes. 
7 And the manna was as coriander seed, and the colour thereof as the colour of bdellium. 
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8 And the people went about, and gathered it, and ground it in mills, or beat it in a mortar, and baked it in 
pans, and made cakes of it: and the taste of it was as the taste of fresh oil. 
9 And when the dew fell upon the camp in the night, the manna fell upon it. 
10 Then Moses heard the people weep throughout their families, every man in the door of his tent: and the 
anger of the Lord was kindled greatly; Moses also was displeased. 
11 And Moses said unto the Lord, Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy servant? and wherefore have I not found 
favour in thy sight, that thou layest the burden of all this people upon me? 
12 Have I conceived all this people? have I begotten them, that thou shouldest say unto me, Carry them in 
thy bosom, as a nursing father beareth the sucking child, unto the land which thou swarest unto their 
fathers? 
13 Whence should I have flesh to give unto all this people? for they weep unto me, saying, Give us flesh, that 
we may eat. 
14 I am not able to bear all this people alone, because it is too heavy for me. 
15 And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray thee, out of hand, if I have found favour in thy sight; and let 
me not see my wretchedness. 
16 And the Lord said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to 
be the elders of the people, and officers over them; and bring them unto the tabernacle of the congregation, 
that they may stand there with thee. 
17 And I will come down and talk with thee there: and I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, and will 
put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, that thou bear it not thyself 
alone. 
18 And say thou unto the people, Sanctify yourselves against to morrow, and ye shall eat flesh: for ye have 
wept in the ears of the Lord, saying, Who shall give us flesh to eat? for it was well with us in Egypt: therefore 
the Lord will give you flesh, and ye shall eat. 
19 Ye shall not eat one day, nor two days, nor five days, neither ten days, nor twenty days; 
20 But even a whole month, until it come out at your nostrils, and it be loathsome unto you: because that ye 
have despised the Lord which is among you, and have wept before him, saying, Why came we forth out of 
Egypt? 
KJV 
 
Num 11:31-34 
31 And there went forth a wind from the Lord, and brought quails from the sea, and let them fall by the 
camp, as it were a day's journey on this side, and as it were a day's journey on the other side, round about 
the camp, and as it were two cubits high upon the face of the earth. 
32 And the people stood up all that day, and all that night, and all the next day, and they gathered the 
quails: he that gathered least gathered ten homers: and they spread them all abroad for themselves round 
about the camp. 
33 And while the flesh was yet between their teeth, ere it was chewed, the wrath of the Lord was kindled 
against the people, and the Lord smote the people with a very great plague. 
34 And he called the name of that place Kibroth-hattaavah: because there they buried the people that 
lusted. 
KJV 
 
Ps 78:1-33 
1 Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old: 
3 Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us. 
4 We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the Lord, and 
his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done. 
5 For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, 
that they should make them known to their children: 
6 That the generation to come might know them, even the children which should be born; who should arise 
and declare them to their children: 
7 That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments: 
8 And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation; a generation that set not their 
heart aright, and whose spirit was not stedfast with God. 
9 The children of Ephraim, being armed, and carrying bows, turned back in the day of battle. 
10 They kept not the covenant of God, and refused to walk in his law; 
11 And forgat his works, and his wonders that he had shewed them. 
12 Marvellous things did he in the sight of their fathers, in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 
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13 He divided the sea, and caused them to pass through; and he made the waters to stand as an heap. 
14 In the daytime also he led them with a cloud, and all the night with a light of fire. 
15 He clave the rocks in the wilderness, and gave them drink as out of the great depths. 
16 He brought streams also out of the rock, and caused waters to run down like rivers. 
17 And they sinned yet more against him by provoking the most High in the wilderness. 
18 And they tempted God in their heart by asking meat for their lust. 
19 Yea, they spake against God; they said, Can God furnish a table in the wilderness? 
20 Behold, he smote the rock, that the waters gushed out, and the streams overflowed; can he give bread 
also? can he provide flesh for his people? 
21 Therefore the Lord heard this, and was wroth: so a fire was kindled against Jacob, and anger also came 
up against Israel; 
22 Because they believed not in God, and trusted not in his salvation: 
23 Though he had commanded the clouds from above, and opened the doors of heaven, 
24 And had rained down manna upon them to eat, and had given them of the corn of heaven. 
25 Man did eat angels' food: he sent them meat to the full. 
26 He caused an east wind to blow in the heaven: and by his power he brought in the south wind. 
27 He rained flesh also upon them as dust, and feathered fowls like as the sand of the sea: 
28 And he let it fall in the midst of their camp, round about their habitations. 
29 So they did eat, and were well filled: for he gave them their own desire; 
30 They were not estranged from their lust. But while their meat was yet in their mouths, 
31 The wrath of God came upon them, and slew the fattest of them, and smote down the chosen men of 
Israel. 
32 For all this they sinned still, and believed not for his wondrous works. 
33 Therefore their days did he consume in vanity, and their years in trouble. 
KJV 
 
 
BODY 
 
2 Tim 4:6-8 
6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 
7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 
KJV 
 
Heb 12:3-4 
3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in 
your minds. 
4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. 
KJV 
 
 
The Fighting, the Running and the Keeping of the Faith In Our Striving Against Sin 
 
 
The Mind, the Diligence and the Pleasure of God 
 
 
A) The Fighting that we do in our struggle against sin. 
 
Eph 6:12 
12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:38-39 
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, 
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39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
KJV 
 
Rom 7:14-25 
14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. 
15 For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. 
16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. 
17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but 
how to perform that which is good I find not. 
19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. 
20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. 
22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 
23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity 
to the law of sin which is in my members. 
24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 
25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with 
the flesh the law of sin. 
KJV 
 
Gal 5:17-25 
17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to 
the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 
18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 
19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lasciviousness, 
20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also 
told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 
24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
KJV 
 
Eph 4:20-24 
20 But ye have not so learned Christ; 
21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 
22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts; 
23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 
24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:4-9 
4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit. 
5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the 
things of the Spirit. 
6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can 
be. 
8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 
KJV 
 
Rom 6:3-23 
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3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 
4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his 
resurrection: 
6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that 
henceforth we should not serve sin. 
7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 
8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 
9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 
10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 
11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 
13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, 
as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 
14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 
15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 
16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 
17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of 
doctrine which was delivered you. 
18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 
19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your 
members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to 
righteousness unto holiness. 
20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 
21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death. 
22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the 
end everlasting life. 
23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 9:26-27 
26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 
27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to 
others, I myself should be a castaway. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 11:23-30 
23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above 
measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 
24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 
25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have 
been in the deep; 
26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils 
by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false 
brethren; 
27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness. 
28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. 
29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not? 
30 If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities. 
KJV 
 

1) My fight.  My ring.  My ministry.  The grace of God in me. 
2) Our fight. 
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B) The Running in the Race of the Struggle against sin. 
 
Phil 3:13-16 
13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God 
shall reveal even this unto you. 
16 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same 
thing. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 9:24-27 
24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may 
obtain. 
25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a 
corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 
26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 
27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to 
others, I myself should be a castaway. 
KJV 
 
Heb 12:1-2 
12 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 
2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
KJV 
 
Phil 2:14-16 
14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither 
laboured in vain. 
KJV 
 

1) My course.  My race. 
2) Our course. 

 
 
C) The Keeping of the Faith in the Struggle against sin so we can Please God 
 
2 Tim 4:6-8 
6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 
7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 
KJV 
 
What was trying to say, He kept the faith? 
 
We all know that faith comes by the word. 
 
Rom 10:17 
17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
KJV 
 
The word came… the word of truth…  it came by Jesus Christ.. it… 
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John 1:17 
17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
John 14:6 
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 
KJV 
 
 
When it came we receive it, keep it, obey 
 
1 Thess 2:13 
13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye 
heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually 
worketh also in you that believe. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 1:5-10 
5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake. 
6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of 
the Holy Ghost: 
7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. 
8 For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place 
your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing. 
9 For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God; 
10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from 
the wrath to come. 
KJV 
 
Eph 1:13 
13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also 
after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 
KJV 
 
 
• Paul kept obeying the word, keeping the word.. 

 
• Paul kept taking heed of the Spirit that works through the word… He lived in the spirit… 

 
John 6:63 
63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:1-10 
1There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit. 
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 
3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 
4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit. 
5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the 
things of the Spirit. 
6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be. 
8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 
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9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any 
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 
10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 
KJV 
 

• When Paul said he kept the faith, it’s not simply a claim.  It means he kept a life according to the 
word of truth and how the Spirit deals in him according to the word. 

 
Heb 11:6 
6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:10 
5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the 
things of the Spirit. 
8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 
The key to having a good fight, finishing the course and keeping the faith… 
 
Eph 5:8-10 
8 …walk as children of light: 
9 (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) 
10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 9:26-27 
26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 
27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to 
others, I myself should be a castaway. 
KJV 
 
Gal 5:25-6:3 
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. 
6 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 
meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 
6:2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 
3 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 1:4-11 
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of 
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged 
from his old sins. 
10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these 
things, ye shall never fall: 
11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
Rom 12:3-21 
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3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of 
faith. 
4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: 
5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. 
6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy 
according to the proportion of faith; 
7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; 
8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with 
diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 
9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. 
10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; 
11 Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 
12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; 
13 Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. 
14 Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not. 
15 Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 
16 Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be 
not wise in your own conceits. 
17 Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. 
18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 
19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is 
mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 
20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap 
coals of fire on his head. 
21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 
KJV 
 
 
 
Rev 3:8 
8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a 
little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 5:8 
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour: 
KJV 
 
 
Can you think of an experience in your life when you realized that your struggle against a certain issue 
was actually a struggle against sin and that you needed to learn how to keep your faith? 
 
 
 
 

1) The pleasure of God in me.  My calling. 
2) The pleasure of God in us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
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Let us not forget the Christ came to destroy sin 
 
 
1 John 3:5 
5 And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin. 
KJV 
 
1 John 3:8 
8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of 
God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. 
KJV 
 
Heb 2:14-15 
14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the 
same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 
15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 15:54-57 
54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 
55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 
56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 
57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
Heb 9:26-28 
26 For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the 
world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 
27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 
28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the 
second time without sin unto salvation. 
KJV 
 
John 1:29 
29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world. 
KJV 
 
Eph 5:26-27 
26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but 
that it should be holy and without blemish. 
KJV 
 
 
1) We are constantly in a fight with all forces that tempt us to sin 
 

a) The fight with our sinful flesh.  The fight is a struggle against committing sin. 
 
Rom 8:4-9 
4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit. 
5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit 
the things of the Spirit. 
6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be. 
8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 
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9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 
KJV 
 
Gal 5:17-25 
17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary 
the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 
18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 
19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lasciviousness, 
20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I 
have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 
24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
KJV 
 
Rom 7:14-25 
14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. 
15 For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. 
16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. 
17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with 
me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 
19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. 
20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. 
22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 
23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into 
captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 
24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 
25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; 
but with the flesh the law of sin. 
KJV 
 

b) The fight against principalities, powers, rulers of darkness, spiritual wickedness in high places 
 
Eph 6:12 
12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 4:4 
4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of 
the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 
KJV 
 
Eph 2:2-3 
2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 
3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 
KJV 
 
Col 1:13 
13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of 
his dear Son: 
KJV 
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2) We are constantly in a race to obtain.  Sin forces us to fail, to come short. 
 

1 Cor 9:24-27 
24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may 
obtain. 
25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a 
corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 
26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 
27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached 
to others, I myself should be a castaway. 
KJV 
 
Heb 12:1-2 
12 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set 
before us, 
2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
KJV 
 
Phil 3:13-16 
13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, 
God shall reveal even this unto you. 
16 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same 
thing. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 1:10-11 
10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do 
these things, ye shall never fall: 
11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
 
a) To enter into rest 

 
Heb 4:9-11 
9 There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. 
10 For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his. 
11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of 
unbelief. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 5:10 
10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye 
have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 
KJV 
 

b) To enter the joy of the Lord 
 
Phil 2:16 
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, 
neither laboured in vain. 
KJV 
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c) To have a glorious entrance 

 
Phil 3:14-16 
14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise 
minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. 
16 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the 
same thing. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 1:13 
13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to 
be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 1:10-11 
10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye 
do these things, ye shall never fall: 
11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
KJV 

 
d) The prize of His calling 

 
Rev 3:21-22 
21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am 
set down with my Father in his throne. 
22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 1:3-5 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for 
you, 
5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 1:3 
3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
KJV 

 
 

3) We are always in a challenge to keep the faith (obey the word, live in the spirit) to please God.  Sin  
always forces us to displease God and not be acceptable to Him. 

 
Heb 11:6 
6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:10 
5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the 
things of the Spirit. 
8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 
Eph 5:8-10 
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8 …walk as children of light: 
9 (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) 
10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:5 
5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
Rom 12:2 
2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
KJV 
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